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Brief Biography of Headmaster William Lin

March 20, 2023

Headmaster William Lin’s Chinese name was Han Quan Lin (Hong Tuyen Lam in Vietnamese). He
is listed as Bang Qing Lin on the chronological record of the Lin family and was born in the Chao An

County of the Guang Dong Province on August 17, 1916 by the lunar
calendar. He went abroad to study in the Yi An Primary School in
Cholon, Vietnam, then enrolled in the First Middle School in Shan Tou
City, Guang Dong Province, through its entrance examination. He
eventually graduated from La Salle College in Hong Kong.

Headmaster Lin was married to Ms. Sheng Liang Tang (Thinh Luong
Duong in Vietnamese) in 1941. After graduating from La Salle, he
founded the Zhen Ye Company in Hong Kong, but soon moved to
Vietnam due to the Sino-Japanese war. There, he consecutively founded
the Zhen He Xing, Zhen He Cheng, and Lin Han Quan companies. He
was also employed by the Lin He Cheng and Standard Oil companies.

Headmaster Lin always ranked in the top tier of his classes. He was his prime (1964)
particularly outstanding in English composition and grammar. He once

Headmaster Lin in

won first prize in an English Composition Contest in Hong Kong. In addition to his scholastic
achievements, Headmaster Lin was often elected as the chair of student unions to advocate for various

student rights.

Even though Headmaster Lin had broad interests and
founded many companies, he always had a keen
interest in English education. Eventually, overcame
tremendous difficulties to establish the first English
high school in Vietnam. Taking advantage of his
experience in enterprise management, his excellent
capability to teach, and his ability to recruit teachers
and administrators, he succeeded in building the
William Lin Institute, the best English high school in
Vietnam. It also had a great reputation overseas.

The basketball team of William Lin
Middle School won a championship
(1963)

Over 20 years, he cultivated countless students. The

William Lin Institute’s alumni can be found in many companies and educational institutions; not only
in Vietnam, but also throughout America, Asia, Europe, and Australia. In addition, many former

students came to Taiwan to continue their education.

Headmaster Lin was aware of Christianity as early as
during his La Salle years. At the William Lin Institute, he
invited missionaries to teach the Bible; however, he
maintained his Buddhist beliefs as a traditional Chinese.
Fortunately, through miracles, Biblical teachings, and the
love of his Christian brothers and sisters, he eventually
accepted Christ as his personal savior under the guidance
of Dr. Pei Zhi Chen and was baptized at the Yiu Tai
Chinese Christian Church in Brisbane, Australia.

Headmaster Lin was very active at the Lions Club in
Vietnam and was elected as its president.

President Lin won a prize from the
Lions Club (1970)




Headmaster Lin and Mrs. Sheng Liang Tang had five children: Burn Jeng Lin, Distinguished
Alumnus of National Taiwan University and Academician of Academia Sinica, Andrew Lam, Celia
Liu, Paul Lam, and Julia Fang; 9 grandchildren; and 11 great grandchildren. The list is growing.
They reside in Taiwan, Australia, the U.S., and Canada.
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